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A NEW FORUM FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT RESEARCH

MESSAGE FROM THE CLGF CHAIRPERSON

I'm very pleased to mark the launch of the Commonwealth e-
Journal of Local Governance. The idea of an e-journal
emerged from the research colloquium held as part of last
year's Commonwealth Local Government Conference in New
Zealand, which attracted over 50 participants representing 25

research organizations from eleven Commonwealth countries.

This was the largest gathering of researchers ever held under
the auspice of CLGF.

As Chairperson of CLGF I'm keenly aware of the need for our
policies and programmes to keep pace with a rapidly
changing world. The research carried out by our associate
members — the universities and training institutes — helps to
provide the information and ideas we need to stay focused
and relevant. Research and practice must go hand in hand.

This first issue of the journal focuses on the Pacific, and the
partnership between CLGF programmes and researchers is
especially evident in the CLGF Pacific Regional Project. Our
regional office works closely with the University of the South
Pacific and universities in Australia and New Zealand.

| want to thank all our associate members for their
contributions, the journal’s editor Graham Sansom and his
colleagues on the journal’s editorial board.

Finally, | must thank the University of Technology, Sydney for
making its E-Press facility available to the journal, and the
Commonwealth Secretariat for hosting the journal’s launch.

Basil Morrison
President, Local Government New Zealand

ABOUT THE JOURNAL

The Commonwealth e-Journal of Local Governance
journal is co-produced by the Commonwealth Local
Government Forum and the UTS Centre for Local
Government (University of Technology, Sydney, Australia).
It is published on the UTS E-Press website.

The journal is part of a broader initiative to strengthen the
role and contribution of CLGF’s associate members
(universities and training institutes) in providing research
and policy support to CLGF programs. It will bring together
the perspectives of researchers and local government
practitioners, and disseminate information, ideas and good
practice as widely as possible across the Commonwealth.

The journal will focus on two main themes:

® Improving local governance
"  Local government as an agent of
decentralised development

Sub-themes will include:

®  Concepts of local democracy and citizenship

®  Strategic leadership and planning

®  Traditional leadership and local government

®  Improving local governance

®  Decentralisation and recentralisation

®  Municipal finance and capacity

®  Global issues and local government: climate
change, health, economic transformation etc

®  Social inclusion

®  Performance measurement and management

® Inter-government relations.

To meet its objectives, the journal will include a mix of
formal research papers, practice notes and other
contributions. It is divided into four sections:

® Research and evaluation: peer-reviewed
research papers, typically 6-8000 words

® Commentary: shorter scholarly pieces that put
forward a particular viewpoint on an area of
research or practice

®  Practice: articles describing current practices in
local governance and development

® News and reviews: short notes on current or
forthcoming events, and book reviews.

In addition, the journal may publish special articles or
background papers to provide in-depth information on a
particular aspect of local governance or development in
the Commonwealth.
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a state which treats local authorities

as partners, and allows public tasks to
be carried out by those closest to the
citizens will be stronger, not weaker.

- Kofi Annan

UNIVERSITY OF

TECHNOLOGY SYDNEY
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